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Commerce today issued the following statement to set the record straight on the debate
vote on the anti-gerrymandering ballot measure.

over the redistricting ballot proposal.
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“The proposed redistricting ballot proposal would drastically rewrite Michigan’s
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Constitution to change the basic foundation of state governing structure by removing the

independent redistricting commission, so self-interested politicians can’t redraw their

voice of the Governor, Legislature and Courts in the redistricting process, replacing three

own district lines and try to guarantee their re-election.

branches of government with a randomly drawn 13-member commission that would be
unelected and unaccountable,” said Jim Holcomb, Executive Vice President & General
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Counsel for the Michigan Chamber. “The ballot proposal would also place an inordinate
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amount of power in the hands of a partisan Secretary of State, thus favoring one political
party over the other and generating divisive partisanship, public discontent and distrust
of the electoral process.”
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“Proponents of the redistricting proposal have failed to meet the clear requirements
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profit organization dedicated to ensuring plans to alter the State Constitution are legally
valid,” Holcomb continued.

“We need more citizen participation in the public policy arena, not less,” said Michigan
partisan politicians

Chamber President & CEO Rich Studley. “Removing the input of three branches of

citizen public servants

government from the process and empowering 13 randomly drawn unelected and

unaccountable individuals bound by no standards is not the best way to determine how
future districts are drawn after the next census.”
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The Chamber trying to silence the voters to keep our power is

“Misinformation campaigns and targeted harassment are part of what is wrong with
we know our

politics in America today and these tactics are not welcome here in Michigan,” continued
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Studley. “The Chamber does not support gerrymandering, as the misinformation

reduces the power of special interests

campaign suggests; we oppose this specific ballot proposal because it’s bad public policy.”
				

was already reviewed by multiple judges and denied, so we decided to cost

“This important legal question is now properly before the Michigan Supreme Court and
the taxpayers more money by taking it to the state supreme court

we look forward to their decision,” Studley concluded.
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